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https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=8&v=k4pAaI11QeE


People with Dementia and Twitter



People with Dementia and Twitter

Themes: 

• Nothing about us without us

• Collective action

• Experts by experience

• Living with dementia not suffering from it

• Community

• Stories of dementia

Talbot et al., under review; Computers in Human Behavior



Caregivers and Twitter



Caregivers and Blogs

Themes
• Social support through 

communication and engagement
• Information gathering and seeking
• Reminiscing and legacy building
• Altruism



Caregivers and Blogs

Themes
• Health and wellness
• Altruism and activism
• Reminiscing and legacy building
• Social support
• Information exchange
• Organization and planning
• Spirituality



Caregivers and Blogs

Themes
• End-of-life care
• Thoughts of death and euthanasia 

by the person with ADRD
• Surrogate decision making
• Thoughts of suicide by the 

caregiver
• Thoughts of homicide and 

euthanasia by the caregiver



Caregivers and Blogs

Themes regarding strategies to support caregiving

• Modifying the physical and personal environment

• Engaging the person with ADRD

• Seeking outside assistance

• Using complementary therapies

• Planning and organization

• Reminiscing and traditions

Anderson et al., under review; Journal of Gerontological Nursing



FamTechCare

FamTechCare uses new technology to 
link family caregivers to experts for 
guidance in managing disruptive 
behaviors, supporting continued care 
at home while reducing the negative 
effects of caregiving. 



Next Steps





SHAPE of CARE

Funded by the Kavli Foundation, the aim of 
this project is to develop a mobile app to be 
used by persons with dementia and their 
family caregivers to provide support to 
improve quality of life for patients and their 
families. 



Family Quality of Life for LGBTQ+ 
Caregivers of People with Dementia
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